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One of the most painful situations, and to which. I was frequently witness, arose from the diversity of shades of opinion. This produced discord in the most united families. The destruction of principles had led, as a natural consequence, to one of a similar nature in the most ordinary habits of life. Thus all those delightful reunions which formerly constituted the charm of intimate acquaintance no longer existed, or were poisoned by politics, which engendered contradiction, anger, or quarrels, frequently terminating in ruptures between husband and wife, brother and sister, or father and son.
Private individuals were afraid of appearing wealthy by receiving company habitually, and they contented themselves with frequenting public assemblages where, at that time, the best society was to be found. It would scarcely be believed at the present day that the most elegant women went to dance at the Thelusson* and the Richelieuf balls; but persons of all opinions, of all castes, were there intermingled, and laughed and danced together in the utmost harmony.
One day at the Thelusson ball a droll adventure befell Madame de D., who sometimes took her daughter with her.
Madame de D. had arrived very late. The great circular room was quite full, and it was impossible to find two places. Nevertheless, by dint of elbowing and entreaties, these ladies penetrated to the center of the room. Madame de D., who was not of an absolutely timid character, looked about on all sides to see if she could at least discover one seat, when her eyes encountered a young and charming face, surrounded by a profusion of light hair with a pair of large dark blue eyes, and exhibiting altogether the image of the most graceful of sylphs. This young female was conducted back to her seat by M. de Tr6nis, which proved that she danced well; for M. de Trdnis invited none to the honor of being his partners but such as deserved the character of
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The graceful creature after courtesying with a blush to the Vestris of the ballroom, sat down by the side of
* At the H6tel Thelusson, at the extremity of the Rue Cerutti, facing the Boulevard, there was at that time an immense arcade. Murat purchased it during the Consulate.
f Held in like manner at the H6tel Richelieu.ere the lot of most of them.petition?!                                   t
